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Senator Agard Reacts to Dobbs Decision One Year Later

MADISON — Tomorrow marks one year since the Supreme Court of the United States ruled on
Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s Health Organization, overturning Roe v. Wade and ending the nearly
50-year-old constitutional right to abortion access. State Senate Democratic Leader, Sen. Melissa
Agard (D-Madison) released the following statement:

“Politicians have absolutely no place playing the role of doctors. Abortion care is health care and
I, along with the vast majority of Wisconsinites, believe that safe, comprehensive reproductive
care should be accessible to all women, just like it had been for nearly 50 years.

“Since the Dobbs decision one year ago, abortion has been criminalized in Wisconsin due to
draconian statutory language enacted in 1849. For the past year, our state has forced women into
profoundly dangerous situations because of a law passed long before women even had the right
to vote. Despite the efforts of Legislative Democrats to restore the constitutional right to
abortion, Republicans in control of the State Legislature have repeatedly shown their disregard
for women’s rights in the state of Wisconsin.

“We know that when abortion is inaccessible, women die and our state is less safe. My Senate
Democratic colleagues and I will continue to fight until full access to safe, legal abortion is re-
established in our state and all pregnant people are in charge of their own health care decisions.

“As Republicans continue their years-long authoritarian assault restricting the rights of people,
Wisconsin Democrats stand with the majority of Wisconsinites who want to see our state restore
long-held reproductive freedoms.”
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Senator Melissa Agard was elected by her colleagues to serve as Senate Democratic Leader in
November of 2022. Senator Agard represents the 16th Senate District, encompassing Sun
Prairie, Cottage Grove, Monona, Fitchburg, McFarland, and parts of Madison.
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